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Talking About Social Controversies 

 

The Project 

We invite you to participate in the “Talking About Social 

Controversies” (T.A.S.C.) project, a research study exploring how 

Americans think about important issues our society is grappling with 

today.  Many of these issues have been the subject of major news 

coverage and political debate.  In this project, however, we are 

interested in the opinions and viewpoints of everyday American 

citizens, not media or political elites. 
 

What the Research Involves 

Participation involves participating in a focus group with 7-9 other 

individuals. These initial groups are not part of the actual study, but will 

be used to test the instruments and iron out any issues with the 

questionnaires. Your discussions and demographic information will not 

be analyzed for the project or be used in any publications. During these 

groups, you and the other participants will be presented with scenarios 

involving complex social issues like: 

 

 Sanctuary Churches 

 

 Individual Religious Freedoms 

 

 Faith-based Social Services 
 
You and the other members of the focus group will be asked to give your 

thoughts on such issues and discuss them with others in the group.  We 

expect the discussions to be informative and thought-provoking for 

everyone involved. 

 



 

 

Compensation 

As a token of appreciation for your time, you will receive $10.00 at the 

completion of the focus group in which you participate. 
 

 

When and Where 

Please let us know if you are available for the following dates and times. 
 

Saturday May 13, 10am-12pm 

 

Monday May 15, 6-9:30 pm 

 

Tuesday May 16, 12-1:30 pm 

 

Friday May 19, 9-11 am 
 

Confidentiality and Respect for Participants 

We are committed to respecting the privacy of research participants.  

Participants’ personal information and identities will be kept strictly 

confidential.  We will only use your contact information to contact you 

about scheduling the focus groups and will not use this information for 

any other purpose.  We are also committed to respecting everyone’s 

thoughts and viewpoints on the issues we discuss in the focus groups. 

 

Sign-up and Questions 

If you would like to participate in this research project, or just want 

further information, please contact the following researcher: 

 

Jacqui Frost 

Research Assistant 

T.A.S.C. Project 

University of Minnesota, Sociology  


