
Nationally Competitive Public Service Scholarships 
 

For second-year students 

Mount Vernon Leadership Fellows spend six weeks in the summer following their sophomore year working with a 

cohort of peers and professional mentors to develop a personal capstone project.  Students from all majors with 

proven leadership ability and community involvement are welcome, but projects must be oriented toward public 

service and resources are oriented toward public policy and government.  Fully funded.  Applications open in 

October with a deadline in February.  http://www.mountvernon.org/site/leadershipfellows/ 

For second or third-year students 

Udall Scholarships pay up to $7000 toward a year of undergraduate expenses.  Winners are also invited to a five-

day orientation weekend in Tucson with all expenses paid.  Applicants must be either Native American students 

who are planning careers in Native Health Care or Tribal Policy or students of any heritage who are interested in 

environmental and conservation issues.  Successful applicants will have a substantial record of public service, 

commitment to working toward solutions for significant challenges, experience inspiring others and building 

consensus to resolve problems.  The University of Minnesota may nominate up to four students in each category.  

The campus deadline for applications will be January 22, 2018 and the national deadline is March 8.  

udall.gov/OurPrograms/Scholarship/AboutScholarship.aspx 

Recent UMTC Udall Scholars include Alexandra Johnson (American Indian Studies) and Maria Lee (Geography) 

For third-year students 

Truman Scholarships pay $30,000 to cover the costs of graduate education for students committed to careers in 

public service.  Truman scholars also participate in leadership development activities and have opportunities to 

complete internships with the federal government.  Successful Truman applicants are passionate about creating 

change in some area of public life.  They may be majoring in anything but should plan to complete a degree in law, 

public administration, public health, education, social work, international affairs, or the like.  They must have 

excellent written and spoken communication skills and be able to hold their own in vigorous discussions of public 

policy.  The University of Minnesota can nominate four candidates for the national contest.  The campus deadline 

is November 17.  https://www.truman.gov/ 

Recent UMTC Truman scholars include Katrina Klett (Asian Lang and Lit) and Rebecca Mitchell (Bio, Soc and  Env). 

PPIA Fellowships cover the expenses of a Junior Summer Institute and at least $5000 to cover the expenses of a 

Master’s degree program.  Applicants must be juniors committed to completing a Master’s Degree in public or 

international affairs at a consortium school (including the UMTC Humphrey School) and with a demonstrated 

interest in pursuing a career in government, humanitarian or nonprofit organizations, or other public service.  U. S. 

citizens and permanent residents are eligible, and economic need is considered in the review of applications.  

Applications open in September and are due November 1.  https://www.ppiaprogram.org/ppia/ 

Recent UMTC PPIA Fellows include Cara Claflin (Journalism). 
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For third of fourth-year students  

Marshall Scholarships cover the expenses of two years of graduate study at any university in the United Kingdom.  

This could be a single two-year master’s program, two one-year master’s programs, or the first two years of a 

Ph.D. program.  40 awards are made annually to outstanding students (3.7+ gpa) in any major who demonstrate 

the potential to be national leaders in their fields.  Successful applicants have exceptional academic records and 

broad intellectual interests, excellent leadership and communication skills, and a record of seizing opportunities 

and building productive relationships.   Applicants must submit a preliminary application to the Office of National 

and International Scholarships by April 2, 2018.  The campus nominating committee will select nominees to 

prepare applications for the October 2018 national deadline. http://www.marshallscholarship.org/ 

Rhodes Scholarships cover the expenses of two years of graduate study in any field at the University of Oxford.  32 

awards are made annually to U.S. citizens, while students from Canada, India, Pakistan, China and several other 

countries may apply through their own national Rhodes contests.  Successful applicants will have exceptional 

academic records (3.7+ gpa), character, leadership skills, and commitment to service.  Students may begin the 

application process in their junior for study at Cambridge following graduation or any year thereafter up to age 23.  

Applicants must submit a preliminary application to the Office of National and International Scholarships by 

April 2, 2018.  The campus nominating committee will select nominees to prepare applications for the October 

2018 national deadline.  http://www.rhodesscholar.org/ 

Recent UMTC Rhodes and Marshall winners include Ashley Lynne Nord (U.S.; Physics/Astrophysics and Global 

Studies), Katie Lee (U.S.; Biochemistry and Chemistry), and Diana Fu (Canada; Global Studies and Political Science). 

For fourth-year students 

James C. Gaither Junior Fellows Program provides a full year of funding to work as a research assistant for one of 

the senior fellows at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.  Successful applicants will have superior 

research and writing ability as well as relevant work, coursework, and internship experience.  Open to U. S. citizens 

and international students eligible to work in the U. S.  Applicants must be nominated by the University of 

Minnesota.  Campus deadline is December 8.  http://carnegieendowment.org/about/jr-fellows 

Gates Cambridge Scholarships cover the costs of completing a full-time post-graduate degree at the University of 

Cambridge in any subject.  Applicants must demonstrate outstanding intellectual ability, leadership potential, and 

a commitment to improving the lives of others.  Both U. S. citizens and international students may apply.  The 

deadline for U. S. applicants is in mid-October and for international students at the beginning of December.  

Applicants must also apply to an academic program at Cambridge.  https://www.gatescambridge.org/ 

UMTC winners include Jonathan Derocher (Chemical Engineering) and Sheehan Olver (Mathematics) 

Knight-Hennessey Scholarships provides full funding to complete a graduate program at Stanford University.  In 

addition, K-H scholars will receive leadership training, mentoring, and experiential learning opportunities to 

prepare them to flexible thinkers and purposeful leaders.  Both U. S. citizens and international students may apply.  

Applications are due at the end of September.  Applicants must also apply to a graduate program at Stanford.  

https://knight-hennessy.stanford.edu/ 

For more information contact the Office of National and International Scholarships, natschol@umn.edu 
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