
The Application Process 

The Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice 
accepts applications for Fall entry until December 15th 
of the prior academic year. The preferred deadline for 
application for the Fall semester is December 1st of 
the prior academic year. Only students applying by this 
date will be considered for departmental funding. 

All applicants are required to submit an application 
via gradschool.umd.edu. The application includes: 

♦ Statement of Purpose

♦ Writing Sample

♦ Resume/CV

♦ Official Transcripts from all college/universities 

attended

♦ Three Letters of Recommendation

♦ GRE General Test Scores

♦ TOEFL/IELTS/ Pearsons Score (If Required)

♦ Optional BSOS Diversity Fellowship Essay
(See Instructions Here)

♦ $75 Application Fee 

Contact 
To find out more, visit 

ccjs.umd.edu 
or email us at: 

criminologydept@umd.edu 

Faculty 

Laure W. Brooks: Ph.D. in Criminology and Criminal 
Justice (University of Maryland). Interests: Policing, 
Research Methods 

Laura Dugan: Ph.D. in Public Policy & Management 
(Carnegie Mellon University). Interests: Causes and 
Consequences of Violence, Violence Prevention, Ter- 
rorism, Intimate Partner Violence, Victimization, Quanti- 
tative Advances in Methodology, Gender and Crime, 
Public Policy 

Denise C. Gottfredson: Ph.D. in Sociology (Johns 
Hopkins University). Interests: Delinquency, Delinquen- 
cy Prevention, School environments and youth behavior

Wade Jacobsen: Ph.D. in Sociology
(Pennsylvania State University). Interests:  
Incarceration, School punishment, Labeling and stigma, 
Peer influence, Adolescence

Brian D. Johnson: Ph.D. in Crime, Law, and Justice 
(Pennsylvania State University). Interests: Statistics, 
Sentencing, Corrections, Racial/Ethnic Relations in So- 
ciety, Cross-national criminal perspectives 

Gary LaFree: Ph.D. in Sociology (Indiana University) 
Interests: Global Terrorism, US crime trends by race, 
political legitimacy and economic stress on world 
homicide rates 

John H. Laub: Ph.D. in Criminal Justice (State Uni- 
versity of New York, Albany). Interests: Life Course 
Criminology, History of Criminology, Crime and Public 
Policy 

James Lynch: Ph.D, in Sociology (University of 
Chicago). Interests: Crime Statistics and Measure- 
ment, Victimization, Cross-national comparisons of 
crime and punishment, the Role of Coercion in Social 
Control 

David Maimon: Ph.D, in Sociology (The Ohio State 
University). Interests: Cybercrime, Communities & 
Crime, Adolescent violence, Theories of human 
behavior

Jean M. McGloin: Ph.D. in Criminal Justice (Rutgers 
University). Interests: Peer Influence, Co-offending, 
Offending Specialization 

Kiminori Nakamura: Ph.D. in Public Policy & 
Management (Carnegie Mellon University). Interests: 
Corrections, Reentry & Recidivism, Criminal Career and 
Life Course 

Lauren Porter : Ph.D, in Sociology (State University of 
New York, Albany). Interests: Punishment, 
Consequences of Incarceration, Demography of Crime, 
Offender Decision Making 

Peter Reuter: Ph.D, in Economics (Yale 
University) Interests: Public Policy, Drug Crime 
Control Policy, Organized Crime Control 

Lawrence W. Sherman: Ph.D, in Sociology (Yale 
University). Interests: Criminal Careers, Criminology 
Theory, Quantitative Research Methods 

Sally S. Simpson (Chair):  Ph.D, in Sociology 
(University of Massachusetts). Interests: Criminological 
Theory, Gender and Crime, Corporate Crime 

Sarah Tahamont: Ph.D. in Public Policy (University of 
California-Berkeley) Interests: Corrections, Causal 
Inference, Criminal Careers, Economics of Crime

Charles F. Wellford (Emeritus): Ph.D, in Sociology 
(University of Pennsylvania). Interests: Determinants of 
Sentencing, Policing and Crime Measurement 

Eric Wish: Ph.D, in Psychology (Washington 
University) Interests: Drug and Crime, Epidemiology of 
Substance Abuse, Program Evaluation 

Min Xie: Ph.D. in Criminal Justice (State University of 
New York, Albany). Interests: Victimology, Residential 
Mobility, Race and Ethnicity and Time- trends in Crime 
Reporting CCJS.UMD.EDU
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The University of Maryland’s Department of 
Criminology and Criminal Justice (CCJS) is a national 
and international leader in research and criminal 
justice education. According to the most recent U.S. 
News and World Reports ranking of the quality of 
Criminology and Criminal Justice Doctoral programs, 
the Maryland program was number one out of the 
thirty programs ranked. 

As a leader in the development of criminological 
and criminal justice research and theory, the 
mission of CCJS is to provide a supportive 
academic and professional environment for faculty 
and students. The program offers graduate students 
advanced coursework in theory and practice, and 
cutting-edge analytical skills that enable them to both 
conduct and understand basic and applied 
criminological research in areas such as crime, 
delinquency prevention, juvenile/criminal justice and 
terrorism. 

Research and Scholarship 

In recent reviews of the research productivity of 
faculty in criminal justice and criminology, Maryland 
faculty are rated among the most productive in our 
field and have been recognized as such through 
various professional and association awards. These 
ratings reflect the fact that research and teaching are 
integrally related in our curriculum and in the life of the 
department. 

We are especially proud of the extent to which our 
students participate in and provide leadership to our 
research efforts. The research interests of our 
faculty cover a broad spectrum of criminology 
and criminal just ice topics. Faculty have made 
signif icant contr ibutions to theory development 
regarding the emergence and desistance of

criminal behavior over the life course; offender 
decision making; the economics of crime; the role of 
peers in offending; victimization; white collar and 
corporate crime; macro-level crime trends and 
terrorism; and, gender and race- related aspects of 
crime and justice. Several faculty conduct more 
applied research on programs and practices in 
corrections and courts. Specifically, research foci 
include school, family, community-based interven- 
tions to prevent crime, violence and victimization; 
experimental studies on policing strategies and 
tactics; and, studies on judicial decision making and 
sentencing practices. Policy-related research on 
drug abuse and treatment, organized crime control, 
reentry and recidivism are additional faculty 
interests. Finally, Maryland faculty also contribute to 
the development and improvement of cutting-edge 
statistical and methodological tools that enhance 
crime and justice research. 

Funded research forms an important part of our 
academic and research programs, supporting 
faculty research and providing experience and 
support for graduate students. Over the last ten years, 
the department has averaged more than three million 
dollars of externally supported research each year. 
These grants come from federal and state 
government, as well as private foundations, and 
cover a wide range of topics addressing key 
theoretical and policy issues in our field. For 
example, our department has evaluated drug 
treatment courts, after-school programs to prevent 
delinquency, sentencing policies, capital 
punishment practices, and innovative police 
programs. We have also examined the causes of 
changes in crime trends, the development of criminal 
careers of both offenders and places, the 
experiences of women as victims and offenders, and 
the dynamics of corporate crime control. Major 
initiatives in the department include a large Center of 
Excellence for Behavioral and Social Research on 
Terrorism and Counter-Terrorism funded by the 
Department of Homeland Security.   Funded research
projects like these provide a multitude of hands-on re- 
search opportunities for graduate students. 

Policy and Service 

We believe that influencing scholarship and research 
is not sufficient. The department is committed to 
helping communities and government to be more 
effective and humane in developing crime and 
justice policies. In recent years, faculty in the 
Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice at 
the University of Maryland have provided advice to 
state and local criminal justice agen- cies, the U.S. 
Congress, the FBI, the Department of Homeland 
Security, the Justice Department, the White House, 
as well as a number of international governmental 
and non-governmental bodies. Our faculty is also 
active in professional associations and academic 
forums. They have served in a variety of positions at 
the American Society of Criminology, including 
president, vice-president, executive counselor and 
executive secretary. Our faculty participates actively 
in National Academy of Science panels and 
scientific commis- sions, and is regularly asked to sit 
on review panels for major governmental and non-
governmental research organizations. They also 
serve or have served as Editor-in-Chief, Associate 
Editor, and editorial board mem- bers for every 
major criminology and criminal justice journal. 

The Programs 

The University of Maryland offers two degree 
programs in Criminology and Criminal Justice: the 
M.A. and Ph.D. The M.A. program is designed to 
provide a strong intellectual and quantitative 
background for those who plan a career, or wish to 
further their existing career, in criminology and 
criminal justice research. Through courses on 
probability and statistics, research methods, criminal 
justice topics, and criminological theory, students 
learn how to conduct basic and applied research to 
test criminological theories and answer criminal 
justice policy questions. This program emphasizes 
quantitative research skills. Many of our M.A. 
program graduates subsequently earn a Ph.D., and 
most go on to careers in academic departments, 
research centers or government agencies.

Our Ph.D. program is geared to the training of cutting- 
edge researchers and leading scholars in criminology 
and criminal justice. It emphasizes research appren- 
ticeships with our faculty. Students with a BA/BS de- 
gree may choose to apply for entry either into the M.A. 
program or directly into the Ph.D. program. Students 
admitted directly into the Ph.D. program from the BA/ 
BS will complete the requirements of the M.A. before 
beginning Ph.D.-level work. Graduates from our Ph.D. 
program are well prepared to enter the field of Criminol- 
ogy & Criminal Justice as professors, researchers, or 
both. The majority of graduating students have already 
published research, often in top-tier academic journals. 
Graduates from our Ph.D. program are placed in a 
variety of professional research and teaching 
positions. In recent years, more than 70% of our 
graduates have taken faculty or research positions in 
college and universities including  Penn State 
University;  Rutgers University; SUNY-Albany and 
University of Missouri - St. Louis. The remaining 30% 
have gone on to research positions in institutions 
such as Justice Research and Statistics 
Association, PEW and RAND, or into state or federal 
agencies including the Federal Bureau of Prisons, 
Bureau of Justice Statistics, Drug Enforcement 
Agency, National Institute of Justice, Maryland 
Sentencing Commission, and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. Many of our former students are among 
the most productive young scholars in the field. 

Graduate students play a crucial role in the develop- 
ment of a quality academic and research program. Be- 
cause of this, we support many of our graduate stu- 
dents through fellowships, research and teaching as- 
sistantships for the duration of their graduate work. 
Funding decisions give priority to Ph.D. applicants 
over M.A. applicants. Although graduate student 
support varies, our program offers some of the most 
attractive awards in criminology and criminal justice. 
For example, the University's prestigious Flagship 
Fellowship has been awarded to the top graduate student 
candidates and includes a stipend of over $25,000 
plus tuition remission. Our externally-funded research 
projects create a large number of research assistantship 
positions which also provide a stipend and tuition benefits. 

The Department of 
Criminology and 
Criminal Justice 
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